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ARER:

The context of the experience

The central sertaoregion of Cearais home to a population of more
than 250,000 inhabitants (IBGE, 2010). The municipalities of Quixada
and Quixeramobim account for more than half of this total.

In Quixeramobim, 80% of the establishments are owned by family farmers - and yet
93% of them have never received technical assistance. Among these workers, 27%
are elderly (over 65 years old) and only 2% are young (IBGE, 2017). It's the case of
Claudemir and Charliane.

The couple lives with their son Josué and Claudemir’s family in the community of
Mearim, municipality of Quixeramobim, in the Central Sertao of Ceara. It was there

that they welcomed us to tell us their stories.
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https://youtu.be/ZMwG4Y5fUm4

THE YOUNG COUPLE DOES NOT
MiSS THE OPPORTUNITIES
THAT_PDHC OFFERS iN THE
SERTAO OF CEARA

They met each otherat church, atan event foryoung Christians. They dated, became
engaged, got married and started a family. Claudemir was a school instructor in the
computer area when Charliane started to work at the same institution, in the Mais
Educacao project. They worked together for approximately three years as teachers/
instructors, but when she got pregnant, Charliane chose to leave the school and
Claudemir was fired around the same time.

In2015, the opportunity came forthemtoworkinthe field-and they were encouraged
todosobyCharliane’'s parents. Theinitialideawas to devote themselvesto vegetable
gardening. It was then that the couple began to make a living selling tomatoes and
vegetables, both at the market and by going door to door. With what they earned,
they were able to ensure the family’s livelihood.




Fromthevegetable garden, they decided
to move on to raising chickens. They
decided to take advantage of what was
available in their own backyard. What

was left over from the garden, they used P N A E

Programa Nacional de Alimentag&o Escolar

to feed the chickens. The poultry raising
worked out well, and the two activities

were consorted. The National School Meals
Program (PNAE) consists in the
Around this time, the couple started transfer of financial resources
supplying vegetables to some schools from the federal government
in Quixeramobim (thanks to PNAE, to states, Federal District, and
which represented a great opportunity) e e

; P J PP 4 of food supplies for school
With the vegetable garden, they also meals, 30% of which must be
accessed first and second water cistern used to purchase food from

projects in 2016. In that year, everything family farms.
went forward in the area of agriculture.

They established themselves in PNAE

delivering parsley to schools and started to attend local family farming fairs
in Quixeramobim. Claudemir started to sell increasingly more vegetables and
chickens. The profit grew and stability came. New activities were incorporated,
and the couple then had the idea of planting fruit trees around the vegetable beds.
They invested in banana and papaya. They also farmed fish. Now they sell to the city
government and the community.

But with the new activities, the need for water has also increased.

“The necessity of more water arose, but because of the difficult soil and water with too
much salt, the production of vegetables was harmed. The fruit didn't bear it either, and
the cost of raising free-range chickens then became too expensive,” says Charliane.

Faced with this dead end, and with reduced purchases from PNAE, the couple
once again found an innovative solution: Claudemir took a course in beekeeping;
Charliane, in baking. They started to raise bees to produce honey and to make
breads and cookies. Today these are the two main activities that sustain the family.

On beekeeping, Claudemir recounts that he started working with ten boxes he
had borrowed from a neighbor, without any background knowledge. After a Senar
training course, he deepened his understanding of beekeeping.

“I didn’t know how to manage it correctly, then Senar’s course happened and | learned.
| realized it was an opportunity.”



"THE BEE iS A SUSTAINABLE ANiIMAL, YOU
DON'T NEED ENER%Y, YOU DON'T NEED A
FENCE, iT FLIES AROUND iN NATURE AND
YOU ¢UST HAVE TO TAKE CARE OF iT AND
HARVEST THE HONEY. TODAY WE HAVE
20 BOXES AND WE HAVE A CENTRIFUZE,

A TABLE, AND A DECANTER. THE HONEY
PRODUCED HERE iS A4ROECOLO%iCAL,
OR%ANiC, AND WiLD, BECAUSE THE BEES
%ET iT FROM THE DiFFERENT PLANTS,
AND iN THiS REZION THERE ARE NO
A%ROTOXRICS YET. THANK 20D PEQOPLE
HERE DON'T USE A4ROTOXICS, SO i HAVE
A HIZHER QUALITY OF HONEY.”




A FAMILIA
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Claudemir recalls that PDHC was “CETRH CHPHC‘THTED

brought to the family by Cetra and

the network of farmers from Sertao US, THEY BROU%HT
Central. Fr‘om then on, he‘had access us PQO%EHMS HND
';osstilf:tzafscn;llgrzzgcmu:ure fair and to the PROJECTS, HND

| . . . THEIR SUPPORT
s o e i v | | VRS ESSENTIAL TO
proposal of a virtual fair, in which the ENHBLE THEM |N THE
couple would start delivering to the HCT|V|T|ES THE\I DO

community different varieties of bread

and honey. TODHY.

The experience of the virtual fairs and the solidarity rotating funds, and the
combinations of agro-ecological technical innovations accumulated by Cetra’s

1 Centro Sabiad and Cetra use the mechanism of the Solidarity Revolving Fund (FRS) as a way of building,
together with farming families, mechanisms to support the agroecological transition, aiming at sustainability
in the countryside and the mitigation of climate change. According to Centro Sabia (2020), the Solidarity
Revolving Fund is an amount for investment in activities that families themselves already develop, with a view
to improving their systems, so that they are increasingly sustainable for both families as for the environment.
These resources can be delivered in cash, materials or animals. The word rotary has as its main objective to
effectively promote the rotation of these resources, also covering other subjects in the community,
municipality or region, mainly guaranteeing opportunities for women and young people, a way of giving
visibility to these subjects who are of extreme importance in the family farming. When talking about
solidarity, a new sense of society is given, with style and values conceived and appropriated locally, but
open to interaction with other groups and ideas and that opposes the excluding political and economic
relations. Available at: https://centrosabia.org.br/2020/01/10/fundo-rotativo-so-lidario-contribui-para-
transformacao-de-vidas-de-familias/. Accessed on August 30, 2022.



assistance were crucial for the couple to ensure food and income for their family,
while keeping themselves in the market.

The challenge of PDHC Il in this context was to bring quality assistance, with strong
ties of belonging and identity with the territory. With Cetra’s support, they got a
biodigester, which was of great help to the couple’s personal and professional life,
since cooking gas is very expensive.

Today, they work on both AG's trade fairs - in person and virtually. “When we grew
vegetables, we sold them to PNAE through a cooperative. Today we sell at the virtual
and in-person fairs. A part of the honey goes to the Mombasa Cooperative, which even
exports the product”, Claudemir says.

The Regional Cooperative of Settled Apiculture Workers of Agrarian Reform
(Coopermel)is a regional cooperative. It is located in the municipality of Mombaca,
in the sertao of Cear4, and is affiliated with the Central Cooperative of the Agrarian
Reform Areas of Ceara(CCA)-both advised by the Landless Rural Workers Movement
(MST). In 2020, the Popular Financing Movement (Finapop) supported the expansion
of the cooperative’s projects in the Northeast.



The city of Quixeramobim has its own beekeepers’ association. Together they
produce 10 000 kg of honey per year, but the production is still small. According to
Claudemir, only for school meals, 25 000 kg of honey per year would be necessary.
He dreams of increasing his production and already teaches the activity to other
farmers. “Last year | spent every 15 days advising a boy from a community 40 km away
from here on how to produce. Today he is already independent in beekeeping.”

LEARNINGS

“When you start, people do not really believe in your work, even if you have taken the
courses. Today, everyone who tastes our product finds it very good. | make zero lac-
tose bread, milk bread, coconut bread, whole wheat bread, a variety. | saw this need
to increase my ‘portfolio’ of products. | gradually adapted to making several types of
cookies. Today, the experience helps our household income”. This is what Charliane
tells us while showing us the kitchen of the house and the stove fueled with biogas.

The couple is among the finalists of the Sao José project of the state government
(with support from FIDA), which supports young innovators in agriculture. They
competed with other 3000 young people and were among the 300 who will receive
a non-refundable grant of RS15,000 each to be invested in activities with technical
support (see video).

In Charliane’s words, this is the message she seeks to leave her son with every day,
through her example:

"WE LivVE WELL AND BELIiEVE THAT iN

THE SEMi-ARID RE%iON OF CEARA, iN

THE COUNTRYSIDE, iN THE LAND THAT
PROVIDES FOR THE FAMILY'S SUSTENANCE,
JOSUE, HiS LITTLE BOY, WANTS TO
CONTINUE HiS ACTIVITiES, BECAUSE,
AFTER ALL, WHERE THEY LiVE iT iS, VES,
POSSIBLE TO SURVIVE OFF THE LAND".



0 Cetra

Associated with the Articulacdo Semiarido Brasileiro (ASA), with the Rede Ater Nor-
deste, with the National Human Rights Movement and the Women's Movement, CE-
TRAisan organization that has known the Dom Helder Cadmara Project since its first
movements in the 2000s.

In the partnership with PDHC, Cetra has executed 7,396 activities of the 8,584 plan-
ned(86% of the total) in nine municipalities of the Territory of Sertao Central in Ce-
ara. According to SGA data(2022), Cetra has assisted 962 Family Units of Agrarian
Production (UFPA) from the 1,018 planned, achieving 95% of implementation. Of the
3,626 individual Ater services planned, 2,806 (77%) were carried out, involving 32
professionals, for a total contract value of RS1,421,828.73 (SGA, 2022).

Agro-ecology and living with the semi-arid region are basic principles of Cetra’s
work, as the experience of the couple Claudemir and Charliane demonstrates. The
affection and care expressed in the relationship with the young farmers - a com-
mitment favored by PDHC - ensured the presence of technicians with the families
before, during and after the pandemic.
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